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other animals.    Their girls are  'married5  when  very young for mere form to their cousins, but, when grown up, are selected by others, who give them a cloth, and live with them in concubinage.   Cases of polygamy occur, and sometimes also of polyandry.    They eat the seed of Ochlandra Rheedii, which abounds  in an unusually dry   season,  as  does  also the bamboo.    Jungle roots, land crabs, and snails form part of their food.    Some of them have enough of rice at harvest time, but seldom at any other period of the year.    They are zealous devil worshippers, their chief demons being Madan (the cow one), Rathachamandy Mallan (the giant) and Muvaratta Mallan, Karunkali (black kali), Chavus (departed spirits), B hut ham,   Mantramurtti,   and   other   Murttis  (ghosts), with, many other evil beings, to whom groves and altars are dedicated.    The souls of their deceased ancestors are called Marutta (ghosts), for whose worship young cocoanut leaves are tied at the bottom of a tree, and a small shed is erected on poles, and decorated with garlands  of  flowers.    Presents  of cocoanuts,   parched rice, and arrack are offered, and cocks killed in sacrifice. In the devil-dancing they use clubs and rattans, bells, handkerchiefs,   and   cloths   dedicated  to   their  deities. Other castes generally dread incurring the displeasure and malice of these deities.    Sudras and Shanars frequently employ the Paraiya devil-dancers and sorcerers to exorcise demons,  search  for  and  dig out magical charms buried in the earth by enemies,   and  counteract their enchantments ; and, in cases of sickness, send for them to   beat  the  drum, and   so discover what  demon has caused the affliction, and what is to be done to remove it. Sometimes a present of a cow is given for those services.    These pretended sorcerers are slightly acquainted with a few medicines, profess to cure snake-bite, and can
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